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RESIGNATIONS, VACANCIES, REMOVALS

17.02

CHAPTER 17
RESIGNATIONS, VACANCIES, AND REMOVALS FROM OFFICE
17.001 Definition. 17.15 Removals; other fiters.
17.01  Resignationso whom made; when fefctive. 17.16  Removals; definition; procedure; disqualification.
17.015 Municipal judge: multiple resignations. 17.17  Notice of vacancies.
17.02  Notice of resignations. 17.18 Vacancies, U.S. senator and representative in congress; how filled.
17.025 Temporary vacancies. 17.19  Vacancies, elective statefioés; how filled.
17.03  Vacancies, how caused. 17.20  Vacancies in appointive stateioés; how filled; terms.
17.035 Vacancies; military leaves. 17.21  Vacancies in elective countyfioks; how filled; term.
17.05  Governor may declare vacancies. 17.22  Vacancies in appointive countyfioEs; how filled.
17.06  Removal of state fiters; impeachment; address. 17.23  Vacancies in city dices; how filled.
17.07  Removals; legislative and appointive statiécefs. 17.24  Vacancies in village fites.
17.08  Suspension of receiver of moneys. 17.245 New city, village or town diice, filling.
17.09 Removal of elective county fiders. 17.25 Vacancies in town fites; how filled.
17.10 Removal of appointive countyfiders. 17.26  Vacancies in school boards; how filled.
17.11  Suspension of district attorney or shierif 17.27  Vacancies in other fi€es; how filled.
17.12  Removal and suspension of cityioérs. 17.275 Records of applicants for elective positions.
17.13 Removalof village, town, town sanitary district, school district, andtech17.28  When oficers may hold dfce.
nical college oficers. 17.285 Temporary vacancies; elections.
17.14  Removal; assessors; boards of review; county boards; procedure. 17.29 Effect of chapter

17.001 Definition. In this chapterunless qualified, “cause”
meansinefficiency, neglect of dutyofficial misconduct, or mal
feasancén office.

History: 2001 a. 103.21.

17.01 Resignations to whom made; when effective.
Resignation®f public oficers shall be made as follows:

(1) By the governar lieutenant governor or anyfficer

officer and whose term of fide continues by law until a successor
is chosen and qualifies, upon the qualification of the successor;
andin the case of otherfiders including school district fi€ers,

at the time indicated in the written resignation, or if no tise
thereinindicated, then upon delivery of the written resignation.
If the governor or thetate superintendent of public instruction
makesa provisional appointment under 57.20 (2)and the
appointediles the required oath offage, the appointee qualifies

appointedoy the legislature, to the legislature, if in session; ethefor office, unless the appointment is withdrawn or rejec@eliv-

wise by the governor or lieutenant governtwr the secretary of

ery of a resignation shall be made by leaving a copy thereof with

state,and by an dicer appointed by the legislature, to the geverthe officer to whom it is required to be addressed and delivered at

nor.

(2) By the secretary of state, treasuggtorney generastate
superintendenty a district attorney and taJi officers appointed

his or her public dfce or usual place of business,iforequired to
be addressed and delivered to a hdadyleaving a copy with the
following officer at his or hepublic ofice or usual place of busi

by the governor alone or by the governor by and with the advigess:

and consent of the senate, to the governor
(3) By senators and members of the assentblhe presiding

(a) If required to be addressed and delivered tdethislature,
with the presiding dicer of each house, or if required to be

officers of their respective houses, who shall immediately trangddresse@nd delivered to but orfeuse, to the presidingfiier
mit the same to the governand to the governor during the recessf that house.

of the legislature.

(b) If required to be addressed and delivered to the county

(4) By the justices of the supreme court, court of appedtoard,city council or to the village, town or school board, to the

judgesand circuit judges, to the governor

clerk thereof, except the resignation of the countty, village,

(5) By a sherif, to thecounty clerk, who shall immediately town or school district clerk which shall be delivered to the ehair

transmitnotice thereof to the governor
(6) By a clerk of the circuit court, to the circuit judge.

(7) By a county supervispicounty clerk, county treasurer

coroner,register of deeds or county surveytorthe sherff who

shallimmediatelytransmit a notice thereof, in case of a coron
or register of deeds, to the governor; and in case of a county su

visor, county clerkcounty treasurer or surveydo the chairper
sonof the county board; and after such notices the §sadgfl file
suchresignations with the county clerk.

(8) By the mayor or alderperson or council memdsiea city
however organized, to thecouncil; by other elective fifers
thereof,to the mayor; and by other cityfigkers, to the dfcer or
body having power to appoint in their stead.

(9) By a town oficer, to the town board.

(10) By officers of a village, however ganized, to the village
board.

(11) By a school district dicer, to the district board.

(12) By all other oficers, to the dfcer or body having power
to appoint in their stead.

personof the county board, mayorillage president, townhair
person,or president, as the case may be.

(c) If required to be addressed and delivered to any other body
to the secretargr clerk thereof, if anyand if none, to any member

&f such body

History: 1977 c. 187418 427, 447,449, 1983 a. 19%.303 (2) 1985 a. 135.
B&I1); 1985 a. 2181989a. 31 1989 a. 5&.258 1989 a. 3591993 a. 1841997 a.
298

Conditionalresignations are permissible under this section. In sub. (13), “time”
refersto the “point when something occurs.” OrtirSchuett157 Ws. 2d 415459
N.W.2d 596 (Ct. App. 1990).

17.015 Municipal judge: multiple resignations. If a

municipaljudge is elected under#s5.01 (4)the judge shall sub

mit resignations to each applicabléiadr or boardunder s17.01
History: 1985 a. 89

17.02 Notice of resignations. Notice of resignations, in
additionto those provided for in 47.01, shall be given forthwith
asfollows:

(1) SENATORSAND MEMBERSOF CONGRESS. Of the resignation
of a United States senator or member of congress from this state,

(13) Resignationshall be made in writing, shall be addressely the senator or member of congress to the secretary of state.
anddelivered to the diter or body prescribed in this section and (3) MuniciPAL Jubces. Of the resignation of municipal judges
shalltake efect, in the casef an oficer who is not a school district in any city or village, however ganized, or in any town, ke
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city, village or town clerk, as the case may be, to the clerk of the(f) Removal of disability. After a board rehearing and a finding
circuit court for the county of a removal of the disability and, therefoea ability to act, a
History: 1977 c. 3051991 a. 316 written certificate of such finding shall be signed andhorized
by the boardnembers and shall be filed in théicd of the secre
17.025 Temporary vacancies. (1) ExisTeNce. Whenever tary of state not later than the next succeeding legal workddy
the duly qualified incumbent of anfie enumerated in sub4)  whenso filed shall rescind the previously filed certificate oftem

is found to be unable to perforafl of the functions of the fite  poraryincapacity At such time the regularly elected incumbent
by incapacitation caused by iliness or injury of any natuterre  shall resume the fite.

poraryvacancy exists. N (4) AFFECTED OFFICES AND HOW FILLED DURING DISABILITY.

~ (2) How convenep. (a) Voluntary petition. Whenever the whenevetthe board has made a finding that a temporary vacancy
incumbentof an ofice enumerated isub.(4), or the incumbers’  existsin the following ofices, such dice shall be filled for the
duly appointed guardian, files a written petition for a hearing {feriodof such temporary vacancy or the balance of the unexpired
determinethe incumbensg incapacitation with any member of thQQrm’Whichever is the shorter period, as follows:

board requesting a hearing, the disablidardshall be convened (a) Governor. When the temporary vacancy exists in thizef

within 5 days from the date of filing said petition. of governoy the duties of the governor shall automatically be

_(b) Involuntary petition. Whenever a written petition duly assumedy the lieutenant governor as requirecabtjcle \, see
signedby any 4 members of the disabilltpard is filed with the tjon 7, of the constitution.

board requesting a hearing to determineittikapacitation of the
incumbent of an dite enumerated in sufd), the board shall be
convenedwithin 5 days from the date of filing said petition. Th

%;tl't'c;?t?g : ”r g ergggrig (5) %?tlﬁgsg 00;:,3 member of efitte polit nor shall be assumed by the secretary of state as requiestidby
P P ' V, section 8 of the constitution.

(3) HearINnG. (a) When held. Whenever the disability board ) Secretary of state: state treasurer. When the temporar
hasbeen convened it shall conduct a hearing to determine Whe%éa)ncyexists ?/nthe ofice of secretary of state or in théigé of y
atemporary vacancy exists. . statetreasurerthe duties of the @i€e shall be assumedsspee

(b) Proceedings. In the conduct of the hearing any member gfyely, py the first emegency interimsuccessor designated under
theboard shall have the_ right to admln_lster oa_ths, to sunamndn ¢ 35353 (2)or, if no such designation has been made for the
_(I:_cr)]mgelatéenﬂalrrcke of W|tnessecijndft9t sign andéssue a Séjbpoﬁn"i‘espectivmfﬁce, then by a deputy appointed by the governor

€ oard snat xeep a record of 1's proceedings and a Pnono \y atorney general; state superintendent. When theempo
grq[t))hlgtralnstc)rlpt zhall l?ehtaléen, dmad%af;glxﬁ the flées anddtrar} it r§/ \Zacancyegxgi’sts in t’hedefe 01? attorney géneral orin theﬁ?rb
scribedonly by order of the board. The files and records of t %state superintendent of public instruction, the duties of the

. . N . . O
boardin proceedings undehis section shall be kept in locked ice shall be assumed, respectivély the deputy under £5.04

files and shall not be open to inspection except upon specific p: ; ; -
missionof the board. In angction or special proceeding in a court2) 0% if such ofice is vacant, by a deputy appointed by the gover

of record, such files and records shall be able by SpeCIal History: 1971 c. 405.93; 1975 c. 3321977 c. 1965.131; 1977 c. 4491979 c.

orderof such court. 361s.113 1983 a. 1921991 a. 3161995 a. 2%.9145 (1) 1997 a. 272009 a. 42
(c) Quorum. A quorum shall consist of 6 membef&indings

shallbe efective only by a secretfaimative voteof 6 members 17.03 Vacancies, how caused. Except as otherwise pro

of the disability board.Said findings shall be final without right vided, a public ofice is vacant when:

of appeal, except that after a finding of disability or inability to act, (1) The incumbent dies.

the affected incumbent may appeal such finding pursuant to ch.

227. The appeal shatie limited to the board record. The finding

(b) Lieutenant governor. When theaemporary vacancy exists
in the ofice of lieutenant governor during the continuance of a
Q/acancyin the ofice of governarthe duties of the ti€e of gover

(2) The incumbent resigns.

of disability or inability to act shall remain irfeét during theper (3) The incumbent is removed. _
dencyof such appeal. (4) The incumbent ceases to be a resident of:
(d) Findings. After a hearing by the disability board and afind (&) This state; or
ing of disability or inability to act halseen filed, a written certi (b) If the ofice is legislative, the district from which elected;

cateof temporarnyincapacity signed and authorized by the boarer

membersshall be filed in the éite of the secretary of state not  (hm) If the ofice is a district attorneythe prosecutorial unit
later than the next succeeding legal workday and when so filgdm which elected: or

shall create a temporary vacancy in sudectbd electedffice. '
In the event of a finding of no disabilityy failure to secure 6
affirmative votes in support of the petition, the board shall dismi
the petition.

(e) Rehearing. The disability boarghall conduct rehearings
in accordance witipars.(b) and(c). A rehearing before the dis . - o ) . - -
ability board to reconsider an existing finding of temporacg ?Asérécé,igéﬁre;iwnhm which the duties of theiioé are required
pacitationshall be heldvhen petitioned as provided in siB), aed. o ) )
but no such rehearing shall be heldess 3 months have elapsed  (4m) In the case of a school districtiog, the incumbent is
from the date ofhe conclusion of the original hearing or the mogtPsentrom the district for a period exceeding 60 days.
recentrehearing. When the existing finding of disabilityirabil- (5) Whetheror not sentenced to imprisonment, the incumbent
ity to act was made pursuant to a voluntary petition unde¢Zub.is convicted and sentenced by a state or federal court for treason,
(a) and more than 3 months have elapsed sincefgutihg, such felony or other crime of whatsoever nature punishablerpyris-
affectedincumbent mayile a declaration of fitness. Upon the fil onmentin any jail or prison for one year or morefarany ofense
ing of such declaration the board may reconveneadhof any involving a violation of the incumberstooficial oath. A vacancy
memberand conduct a rehearing to determine such incunsbersbd created is not &fcted by astay of execution of judgment.
ability to serve. Failure to reconvene the board within 15 daRReversabf the judgment, but not a pardon, immediatelstores
from the date of filing of sucleclaration shall result in voiding theincumbent to dice if the term has not expired and entitles
thefinding of disability or inability to act, and restore the incumincumbentto the emoluments of thefiok for the time théncum
bentto office. bentwould have served in thefwfe but for the judgment.

(c) If theoffice is local and elective, the countyty, village,
whn, district or area from which elected, except as provided in ss.
.30(6), 119.08 (1) (c)and120.05 (1) (d)or
(d) If the ofice is local and appointive, and residensybject
t0s.66.0502 is a local requirement, the courtity, village, town,
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(6) A competentribunal voids the election or appointment; oof the legislature as providedanticle VII, section 13of thecon
adjudgesthe incumbent to be incapabté understanding the stitution.
objectiveof the elective processy places the incumbent under (2) In this section, “address” means a procedure for removal
guardianshipunless the court finds that the incumbent is compef a judge from dfce based on a document entitled “Address”
tentto exercise the right to vote. which specifies chayes againsa judge alleging misconduct or
(7) A person elected or appointed or reelected or reappointbdtthe judge is not physically or mentally qualifiedeercise
to any ofice neglects or refuses to take and file tHeciafl oath  thejudicial functions of the judgs’ofice. A copy of the address
or to execute or renew thefigfal bond if required, or to file the containingthe chages against the judge shall be served upen
oath or bond as prescribed by law judge. The judge shall hawviee opportunity of being heard to pres

(8) Theincumbent neglects or refuses to execute and file 8At @ defense against the ¢fes:. The judge may be removed from
additionalbond, when lawfully required, as prescribed by. law office by address of both houses of the legislature if two-thirds of

(9) A person elected or appointed to fill a vacancy or for a fi@f! members elected to each house concur therein.
term declines the dice in writing or dies before qualifyingr (3) A district attorney may be removed by the goverfar
declinesin writing or dies before the time when, by Jdlae person Cause.
should enter upon the duties of thefioé to which elected or  History: 1971 c. 1421983 a. 1921989 a. 311991 a. 316

appointed. 17.07 Removals; legislative and appointive state offi -

(10) If the ofice is elective, the incumbestterm expires, cors. Removalsirom ofiice of legislative and appointive state
exceptfor the ofice of sherif, coroner register of deeds dafistrict officersmay be made as follows:

attorney. - . .
L. . 1) Officerselected by either house of the legislature, by the
(11) If the ofice is a school board seat, the first annual SChoﬁbEls)ethat elected them yat pleasure. g Y
meetingof a school districtails to elect school board members for (2) Stateofficers appc,)inted by the legislature, by that bady
the district. ) ) . leasurepr by the governor during the recess of the legislature,
(12) Theoffices are established upon the creation by the~leg%r cause.
latureof a new county and a new town. _(3) Stateofficersserving in an dice that is filled by appoint
(13) Any other event occurs which is declared by any speciglentof the governor for a fixed term by and with the advice and
provisionof law to create a vacancy consentof the senate, or serving in arficé that is filled by

History: 1971 c. 1541971 c. 304.29 (1) 1979 c. 2491983 a. 4841985 a. 304 i i i
312,332 1987 a. 3011989 &, 31241 2005 a. 3872013 a, 20 appointmenbf any other dfcer or body for dixed term subject

Cross-reference: See s59.20 (L)for county supervisor residency requirement {0 the concurrence of the governby the governor at any time,
Cross—reference: See s196.675for vacancies in dite if district attorneycity for cause.

attorney,assistant city attornegr judicial oficer is employed by a common carrier . . e .

City gfficers are stl)Jlbject tgz. ]17.03 vacamyvisiopnsy Wllr{itz v. Wauwatosa (3m) NotW|thstand|ngsub.(3), the pamle commission chair
Police& Fire Commissionersi51 Ws. 2d 306444 N.W2d 412(Ct. App. 1989). Personmay be removed by the governat pleasure.
OmTc?;eva?tlﬁgzt?nnvi;éit?&%ndtﬁgnstsrqgigg gg a Etzf atgglator creates a vacancy in thq4) Stateofficers serving in an dice that is filled by appoint

No vacancy ocsizurs undeyr sub. (4) when a supergisesidence remains the samement of the governor with the advice and (;onsent of .the senate to
butthe district boundaries have chang@é. Atty. Gen. 10 serveat the pleasure of the goverpor serving in an dice that

is filled by appointment of any otherfifer or bodyfor an indefi

17.035 Vacancies; military leaves. (1) If an elected or niteterm subject to the concurrencetted governgrby the gover
appointedofficial or employee of any cityillage, town or school nor at any time.
district however oganized shall enter the armed forcesthe (5) Stateofficersserving in an dice that is filled by appoiat
United States and shall remove himself or herself temporarityentof the governor alone for a fixed or indefinite term csup
from the municipality or districtor which that person is anfiler  ply a vacancy in any fi¢e, elective omappointive, except justices
or employee such temporary removal shall constitute a temporafyithe supreme court and judges and the adjgtaneral, by the
vacancyin such ofice or position. governorat pleasure; the adjutant general, by the goveatany

(3) Temporaryvacancies shall be filled as other vacancies afigne, for cause or for withdrawal of federal recognition of his or
filled, except that no election need be held to fill any piattera  hercommission unde32 USC 323and all oficers appointed by
porary vacancy The term of the person appointed temporarilthe governor during the reces$ the legislature whose appoint
shallnot extend beyond the expiration of the term of tfieesfor mentsare required to be later confirmed by the senate bkall
employeewho entered federal service. In the event the origindéemedo be appointed by the governor alone untitsofirmed.
officer or employee completes the federal service and returns tq6) Other state diicers serving in an fite that is filled by
the district or municipality during his or her original term doficé, appointmenbf any oficer or body without the concurrence of the
the officer or employee may file with the clerk of the district ogovernor,by the oficer or body having the authority to make
municipality, within 40 days of completing the federal service, appointmentsto that ofice, at pleasure, except thatfioérs
statemenunder oath that the federal serviwas terminated and appointedaccording to merit and fitness under and subject to ch.
thatthe oficer or employee elects to resume thigcefor position. 230 or officers whose removal is governed by 280 may be
Uponthe filing of the statement the termtb temporary dicer removedonly in conformity with that chapter
or employee shall cease, and the returnifig@f or employee  History: 1971 c. 21; 1977 c. 196.131; 1979 c. 2211987 a. 631989 a. 121

shallbe entitled to resume the duties of thitcef 192iuaﬁcBi‘Izmlggmsbg.rszzigoa?u?ﬁ;?éqgrzﬁfvioé;iﬁﬁsg director of the council
History: 1991 a. 3161993 a. 246 Terrienv. Metropolitan Milwaukee Criminal Justic@ouncil, 455 F Supp. 1375
(1978).

17.05 Governor may declare vacancies. The governor
may declare vacant thefafe of anystate diicer required by law 17.08 Suspension of receiver of moneys. (1) Thegow
to execute arofficial bond whenever a judgment is obtaine@rnor may summarily suspend fromfigk any appointive state
againstsuch oficer for a breach of the conditions of such bondofficer who collects, receives or handles pubtioneys, if it
appeargo the governor by reason of action, proceedicgages
17.06 Removal of state officers; impeachment; or credible information that the fafer has in any particular wll
address. (1) Any civil officer of this state may be removedfully neglected the dicer’s duty in connection with public men
from office by impeachment for corrupt conduct ifiod, or for eys. The suspension shall continue until the final determination
crimesand misdemeanors as provideaiticle VII, section 1of of the action or proceedings or of the investigation of thegelsar
the constitution; and any supreneeurt justice or circuit court or information, opending any proceedings to remove tHeef
judgemay also be removed fromfioe by address of both housesfrom office as provided by law for neglect of duynd a compe
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tent person shall be appointed, in the manaad by the 2. Any person appointed to administer services under s.
appointingpower prescribed for filling vacanciésthe afected  46.22 46.23 51.420r 51.437
office, to dischage the duties of the fafer during the dfcer’s (7) GENERAL EXCEPTION. Countyofficers appointed accord

suspension.If it is determined in the action or proceedings or iag to merit and fitness under and subject to a civil servicedaw
found upon investigation that thefifer has not in any particular whoseremoval is governed by such a Jashall be removed only
willfully neglected the &iter’s duty in connection with public astherein provided.

moneys,and that fact is certified to the secretary of state by theHistory: 1977 c. 3541983 a. 1921985 a. 291995 a. 77

judge, governor or other fiter who conductedhe action, pro In a county that does not have a county executive or administtegrersonnel
ceedingsor investigation, the suspendefiar, unless the diEer  £5T! e Sy bomt foes ot hessess he savion aunorty o femoye e
has been removed fromfiok for any cause provided by laghall  stats.[now 59.03 (1)], transfer the authority to appoi8il. Atty. Gen. 145

therebybe restored to fi€e, if the term for which the titer was Removalof the chairpersoof a county board may be at the will of a simple major
f ’ X ity of the board under s. 59.12. This section is inapplicable. Sub. (2) applies only to
electedor appointed has not expired, and shall thetedgome personsvho are removed from a position as a countigef Ending the tenure of

entitiedto the emoluments of thefiok for all of the time the éif ~ amember of the county board as crefithe board does not oust that member from
cerwould have served therein had théoefr not been Sus‘pendedcountyofflce but only from a particular position on the boa@AG 1-07

asherein .prowd.ed.. . . . 17.11 Suspension of district attorney or sheriff. Q) If
(2) This section in no manner impairs or restricts the power ghy; gistrict attorney or shefit arrested for or chged with any
the governor or other @iter or body to remove anyfafer from  qtfenseagainst the lawsf this state, or if the governor is credibly
office as provided by law informed that any district attorney or shéris guilty of any
History: 1991 a. 316 offenseagainst the laws of this state, or theiceedings are pend
. ) . ing before any court or €er involving any criminal ch
17.09 Removal of elective county officers. Elective againstany dis¥rict attorney or shefifor tgat a)r/1y district atto?neey
countyofficers may be removed fromfie as follows: or sherif willfully neglects or refuses to perform that district attor
(1) CoUNTY CLERK; TREASURER;SURVEYOR; SUPERVISOR. The  ney'sor sherif’s duties, the governor shall in the case of a felony
countyclerk, countytreasurer or surveyoor a county supervisor andmay in the casef a misdemeanor suspend the district attorney
by the county board, for cause, ayote of two-thirds of all the or sherif from office until the chage shall be investigated and
supervisors entitled to seats on such board. finally determined. The governor shall, in the case ofitsteict
(2) CLERK OFCIRCUIT COURT. The clerk of the circuit court, by attorney,appoint the attornegeneral or one of the attorney gener
the judge or a majority of judge$ the circuit court for the clek’ al’s assistants or some competent attorney of the state, and the

county,for cause. governorshall, in the case of tteherif, appoint a suitable person,
(5) OTHERELECTIVE COUNTY OFFICERS. The sherfi coroner or 10 dischage the duties of thefetted ofice during thesu§pen5|or}.
registerof deeds, by the governdor cause. (2) (a) The state shall pay an attorney temporarily appointed
History: 1977 c. 4491979 c. 321989 a. 31 undersub.(1) for his or her services and expensean amount

Removalis governedy s. 17.16 and contemplates a determination of cause by tleterminedand fixed by the governor

board. An ordinance making a violatiopso facto cause for removaimpermissibly . . . . .
circumventsthat procedure. 66 Attgen. 148. (b) The county in which a persas temporarily appointed

sheriff under sub(1) shall pay the appointed shéfibr his orher
17.10 Removal of appointive county officers.  servicesin an amount determined and fixed by the governor and

(1) APPOINTEDBY GOVERNOR. County oficers appointed by the certified by the governor to the county clerk of the county

governor may be removed by the governor for cause. (3) Any attorney so tempqrarily appojnted shall have all the
(2) APPOINTEDBY COUNTY BoARD. County oficers appointed Powerand dischage all the duties of the district attorney ahalt

by the county board may be removed by the county board orneyshall speedily bring ta hearing and determination any

cause.All removals may be made by arfimhative vote of two- Chargesnade against thdistrict attorney so suspended. Any-per

thirds of the supervisors entitled to seats on the county board SONs0 temporarily appointed as shishall have all theower

anddischage all the duties of shefif
(3) APPOINTEDBY CHAIRPERSONOF COUNTY BOARD. County 2 Ifitis determined in th " dindsfound
officers appointed by the chairperson of the county board may be(#) If it is determined in the action or proceedingsfoun
removedby the chairperson for cause, excembers of the uponthe investigation that a district attorney or sliatispended

county civil service commission who mav be removed b th;énderthis section is not guilty of anfehse, or has not willfully
countzboard for cause under syB). A cour>1/ty commissionm%‘/ neglectedr refused to perform his or her duties, as gbarthat

electionsso removed may appeal to the county board within {8ctShall be certified by the governor to the department of admin
gatlonlf a district attorney isnvolved or to the county clerk of

daysafter removal; the county board shall conduct a hearing in ﬁ' ) / . y e
: - . : e sherif’s county if a sheififis involved. Upon the certification,
mannerdetermined by it and shall determine the question e district attorney or shefishall be:

removal.
(a) Entitled to the emoluments of theioé for the time he or

(4) APPOINTED BY THE CIRCUIT JUDGE. County oficers : .
appointedby a judge or judges of tleércuit court may be removed Sgﬁggg}gdh;\ﬁize;;sgoﬁ. t;;eémﬁe had he or she not been sus

at pleasure by the judge or a majority of the judges authotized” (b) Restored to dice if the term for which he or she was

appointthe oficers’ successors. i .
PP electedor appointed has not expired.

(5) APPOINTED BY THE COUNTY JubGe. County oficers (5) Thissection in no mannerfatts provisions of lawelat
appointecby the county judgenay be removed at pleasure by the g to the removal from dite of the district attorney or shdirif

circuit judge or a’majorlty of the circuit judges authorized thistory: 1089 &, 311091 a. 316
appointthe oficers’ successors.

(6) OTHERS. (a) Except as provided under p@, all other 1712 Removal and suspension of city officers.
appointivecounty oficers may be removed at pleasure bydfie (1) GENERAL AND sPECIAL CHARTER. Officers of cities, except
ceror body that appointed them. Removals by a pother than public officials, asdefined in s62.51 (1) (b) operating under the
the county board, consisting of 3 or more members may be magiherallaw or under special charter including schodicefs,
by an afirmative vote of two-thirds of all the members thereofmay be removed as follows:

(b) The following appointiveounty oficers may be removed  (a) Elective. Elective oficers by recall as provided in$.10,

for cause only: or by the common council, for cause.
1. Disposition stdfand intake workers appointed to provide (c) Appointive.  Appointive officers, by whomsoever
servicesunder chs48 and938 appointed,by the common council, for cause, excegicefs
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appointedby the council who may be removed by that hady (1) Assessors.Any assessor for one or more of the following
pleasure.Officers appointed by angther oficer or body without causes:

confirmationor concurrence bthe council, by the &iter or body  (a) Willful or intentional assessment of property at other than

that appointed them, at pleasure. The council may conduct-a hggfrue cash value with thiatent to subject such property to more

ing thereon bya committee which committee shall proceed igr less than its lawful share of taxes.

tshuchman_rller ﬂ.s tznage”ddet:erml_nedtrl])y it and make furlll reportlto (b) Wllful or intentional omission of taxableroperty from the
ecouncil, which shall determine the questupon such appeal. 45gassmemll with intentto permit the same to escape taxation.

(g) V‘?mf) requi;ﬁed. Removals ?yﬂe czz;nmor? cofunI::iIhmay be " (c) Willful or intentional assessment of the property of one per
madeonly by an dirmative vote of three—fourths of all the mem ¢, o1 5 jower value than the property of anathethers whereby

bersthereof,and by any other body consisting of 3 or more meng, o itism or discrimination between taxpayers in the district is
bers, by an afirmative vote of two-thirds of all the members,

thereof. Sh?c\;\;néolicitation or receipt of any favaeward, money oother
(2) Commission Form. Officers of citiesoperating under the P ytav ; y

ission f ; b d as foll _thing of value of orfrom the owner of any taxable property in the
commission form of government may b€ rémoved as I0llowWS: ggsessorassessment district for the assessment or valuation of
(a) Elective. Elective oficers by recall as provided in%.10. propertyat other than its true cash value.

(c) Appointive.  Appointive officers, by whomsoever  (e) Solicitation or demand by any assessoamj owner of
appointedpy the council, at pleasure, by a majority vote; afiel of propertyliable to assessment in the assessassessment district
cersappointed by any G€er or body other than the council mayto aid, assist or promotée business or interests of such assessor
alsobe removed from &ite by the dficer or body that appointed py means of which and by virtue of thefiof of assessor the
them,at pleasure, by vote as provided in sh.(d). assessoshall gain or receivpecuniary profit or advantage that

(3) SusPeENsION. The mayor of any city may summarily susthe assessor could not otherwise have gained or received.
pendfrom office any oficer thereof whose removal is sought and (f) Any violation of law in the valuation @ssessment of prop
agalnstwho?j Cha@gS T]ave t;]eeg prefe;red ;?_;;efmfil‘ mar}]’ erty in the assessar assessment district.
appointan oficer to dischage the duties of suchimte untll suc Failure to use the “Wconsin Property Assessment
chargeshave been disposed of. If such gfearare dismissed, thel\/lé'l(l’?l.)]ar’ provided under £3.03 (2a)nd as rgqui)r/etiy 5.70.32
officer so suspended shall thereby be restoredficeoandbe (1y2n470.34 The certification of any assessor removed under

entitledto the emoluments of thefiak for all of the time the &if F - ;
X : this paragraph may fauficient reason be reinstated by the secre
cerwould have served therein had thfioef not been suspended.qar of revenue after one year upon formal application for- rein

(4) GENERALEXCEPTION. But no oficer of any city appointed statement.
accordingto merit and fitness under and subject to a civil service (h) Failure or refusal to deny claims for exemption deteni-

or to a police and fire commissi¢aw, or whose removal iS 9oV \ateeyemptions pursuant to direction of #ecretary of revenue
ernedby such a lawshall be removed otherwise than as therelﬁhders.73.03 (45)

provided.
History: 1987 a. 3821991 a. 3161999 a. 156672 (2) MEMBERSOFBOARDSOF REVIEW AND COUNTY BOARD. Any

City officers are subject to s. 17.03 vacapegvisions. W@lInitz v. Wauwatosa supervisor,alderperson, trustee or otheficér who acts as a
Policeand Fire Commissioners51 Ws. 2d306 444 N.w2d 412(Ct. App. 1989). memberof a board of review or of the county board of supervisors,
for one or more of the following causes:

17.13 Removal of village, town, town sanitary district, (a) Willful or intentional valuation or equalization of property
school district, and technical college officers. ~ Officers of ot persons or towns, cities or villages at other tiantrue cash
towns, town sanitary districts, villages, school districts, & y5|uethereof, with the intent to subject the property of persons or
nical college districts may be removed as follows: of towns, cities or villages to more or less than their lawful share

(2) APPOINTIVE OFFICERS. EXcept as provided in §0.30 (:Le) of taxes.
(c) and(f), any appointive village, towrtown sanitary district, () Aiding, abetting or assisting in any understanding,com
schooldistrict and technical college districfictr, by the oficer  pinationor conspiracy to value or equalize the property in towns,
or body that appointed him or heat pleasure. Removal of anycitiesor villages in a county at other than the true cash value, with
suchofficer by a body shall be by a majority vote of all the memptentto subject the property in one or more towns, cities er vil
bersthereof. lagesto more or less than its lawful share of taxes for state or
(2) ELECTIVE VILLAGE OFFICERS. Any elective villageofficer  countypurposes or both.
by a majority vote of all the membeu§the village board, because (c) Any violation of law in the valuation or equalization of

of continued physical inability to perform the duties dfaefor  ,ropertyin towns, cities or villages or in the discherof oficial
grossneglect of duty duties.

(3) ALL oFFIceRs. Any village, town, town sanitary district,  (3) procepure. Removals under this section may be made by
school district or technical college district fafer, electiveor o circuit judge, by order specifying the cause theraabpy of
appointive,including those embraced within sufi) and(2), by  \hich order shall be certified by tharcuit judge to the proper
the judge of the circuitourt of the circuit wherein the village, yo\n, village or city clerk. The removal shall be made only upon
town, town sanitary districschool district or technical collegeadmy verified petition signed by a resident of the county setting

districtis situated, for cause. forth fully the chages preferred against thefioér. The district
Hlistory: 1971 c. 15A1977 c. 4491983 a. 5321993 a. 3991995 a. 32251999 attoreyof the county upon complairshowing cause therefor
a.9; a.

If a statute provides that a publificér, including VIAE (technical college) board Shallprepare the petition and have the petition duly verified by the
members, serves at pleasureibappointed for a term, thefiser may be summarily complainant. The judge, upon the presentation of the petition,
dls/—\mtlza/ioub%;g :/C:ster«rar;]tlra?seﬁnfﬁfnnaigia its police chief until the issue of shallby an order to show cause, which shall be served upon the
impermissible consideration of the chiepoliti?:al agtivities was resolved. Kuhl officer personally _at least 10 days prior tC_) the hea_r!ng' fixa t|me_
mannv. Bloomfield Township,521 F Supp. 12471981). andplace for hearing the matters alleged in the petition. The testi

mony shall be taken and the proceedings conducted under such
17.14 Removal; assessors; boards of review; county reasonableegulations athe judge prescribes. The district attor
boards; procedure. Any assessor and any member of a boartey shall attend the hearing and conduct the proceedings on behalf
of review or of a county board of supervisorsadition to being of the petitioner The removal of the fi€er shall disqualify the
removableas otherwise provided, may be removed by the circuifficer from holding the dfce for 3 years from the date of the
courtfor the county of the assessor or memhbserfollows: orderof removal.
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(4) CosTs If the court, after a hearing on the merits, dismisses (4) Theremovingpower maybefore acting upon any clgas
the petition and further finds the complaint was willful and malipreferredagainst any dicer, require the person preferring the
cious and without probable cause, the court shall order judgmsameto execute and deliver to such power a bond in the sum of
in favor of the diicer and against the petitioner for $a4florney  $1,000with one or more sureties to be approved by such power
feesand for the costs and fees of witnesses afickos incurred conditionedfor the payment of all costs and expenses actually
on behalf of the dfcer. The judgment shall be signed by the clerincurred by the state, county or other unitwdfich the person
of circuit court and entered in the judgmand lien docket. An chargeds an dficer and by the removing power in the hearing and
execution may be issued against the propefrtire petitioner in investigationof such chages.

the same mode as upon a judgment entered in the circuit court insy The removing powerand in case such power consists of

civil actions founded in tort. Upon the return of the eXGCUt"z‘ﬂorethanone person, each such person is authorized to adminis
unsatisfiedn whole or in part, agxecution against the person ote naths and tissue subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses
the petitioner may be issued in the manner and with the force
effectof an execution against the person as provided 818501 jersand rules as are necessarproperly conduct such hearing

t0815.10 In all other cases the judge may order that the expenggs may appoint and fix the compensation of a stenographer to
incurredin procuring witnesses and other needed actual EXPEengiS testimony thereat.

be paid out of the treasury of the county in which thiécef 7 N b df testifvi ;
residesupon certificates of the clerk of circuit court. (7) (2) No person may be excused from testifying or fm
History: 1973 c. 99Sup. Ct. Ordel67 Ws. 2d 585, 773 (1975)975 c. 2181977 ducingevidence on the hearing for the reason that the testimony

c. 418 449 1991 a. 39316 1993 a. 184224 documentaryor otherwise, required of him or heray tend to

incriminatehim or her but no person so testifying may p@se
17.15 Removals; other officers. (1) JOINT COUNTY INSTI-  cutedfor or on account of testifying or producing any documen
TuTions. Any member othe governing body of any joint countytary evidence, except for perjury committed in giving the testi
school,hospital, sanatorium, asylum or other joint county institumony.

tion, appointed by the county board of any countyay be (b)) Theimmunity provided under pafa) is subject to the
removedby said county board, for cause; and any otHesenfof  |estrictionsunder s972.085

any such institution may be removed by thécafr or body that (8) Removalsfrom office for cause shall be by ordex certi

appointedthe oficer, for cause. fied copy of which, together with a complete transcript of the-testi

(3) DANE COUNTY LAKES AND WATERSHED COMMISSION. ANY  mony and proceedingat the hearing and a statement of the cause
commissionenf the Dane County lakes and watershed commigy cases for which removal is made, shall be filed by the remov
sionappointed under 83.44 (1) (cYo(g) may be removed by the ing power as follows:
appointingauthority for cause.

(3m) SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN FOX RIVER COMMISSION.
Any commissioner ofthe Southeastern i¥¢onsin Fox River
commissionappointed under s33.55 (2) (b)or (c) may be
removedby the appointing authority for cause.

(5) LoNG-TERMCARE DISTRICT. Any member of a long—-term
care districtgoverningboard appointed under 46.2895 (3) (a)
may be removed by the appointing authority for cause.

the production of evidence, and may make and enforce such

(a) In the case of a statdficer, in the ofice of the secretary
of state.

(b) In the case of otherfafers, in the dice of the clerk of the
unit of which the person removed was aficef.

(c) In the case obfficers of joint county institutions, in the
office of the county clerk of the county wherefre buildings of
such institution are located.

History: 1989 a. 3241991 a. 39316 Sup. Ct. Order N®6-08 207 Ws. 2d xv (9) In the case of procedure for removals by the govestdlor
(1997);1997 a. 271999 a. 92001 a. 162007 a. 20 expensesncurred shall be paid upon vouchers duly certified by
o . » the governor and shall be ched to the appropriation provided
17.16 Removals; definition; procedure;  disqualifica - jn 520,525 Inthe case of procedure for removals by any other

tion. (1) Removals from dice at pleasure shalie made by stateofficer or body such expenseshall be paid out of the appro

order,a copy of which shall be filed as provided by $8).except priationto the oficer or body invested with power to remove.

thata copy of the order of removal of a circuit carstmmissioner  caseof procedure for removals by othefficérs or bodies, the

shallbe filed in the dice of the clerk of the circuit court. expenseshereof shall be paid by the unit of government of which
(3) Removalsrom office for cause under this chaptexcept the person against whom clgas are preferred was aficér. But

asprovided in s17.14 shall be made as provided in this section the removing power finds that the complaint was willful and

andmay be made only upon written verified aj@s brought by maliciousand without probable causé such expenses shall be

aresidentaxpayer of the governmental unit of which the persqsaid by theperson who preferred the chas and may be collected

againstwhomthe chages are filed is an fier, and after a speedy in an action against the person or on the bond furnished by the per

public hearing at whichhe oficer shall have full opportunity to son.

beheard to present a defense against thegesapersonally and 1) A person lawfully removed fromfite shall be ineligible

by counsel. A copyf the chages and written notice of the timey, anh6intment or election to fill the vacancy caused by such

andplace for the hearing shall be given thicef by the removing removal

powerby delivery to the dicer in person or by mailing the same iy 1989 a. 1221991a. 316 Sup. Gt. Order N@6-08 207 Ws. 2d xv

to the oficer at the dicer’s lastand usual post—fi€e address not (1997);2001 a. 61103

lessthan 10 days prior to the hearing. Thicef may within 10~ Thecommon councié removal of an employee statutorily entittedhe position

daysfrom service of the chges filewith the removing power a {EIeRIe B0p oy Bl B0 e e mova, procesdngs were

Ye”f'e_d answer thereto. The hea“ng SH&_H Conduc_:tEd and o thereby disqualified as impartial adjudicators. State ex rel. DeL@mmmmon

investigationmade by the removing power with due dispatch, babuncil, 72 Ws. 2d 672242 N.w2d 689(1976).

in case of chagres brought before the governtite governor may  “Expenses’under sub. (9) relates solely to expenses incibyetthe ‘removing

appointa commissioner to conduct the hearing, make theﬁ'nvﬁ\%"rﬁ)r;ffé t\’,\)"sthgdpiggg‘gi,’\“g\;’\}ga"’gﬁe(”cfgng "ig’f'ﬁt)te’ of Petition to Remove

tigation and re_port the tes“mony and procee_dings to the goVernOkemovalis governedy s. 17.16 and contemplates a determination of cause by the
andthe council of any city havingraembership of more than 20, board. An ordinance making a violatiopso facto cause for removamnpermissibly

in case of chaes brought before it, may appoint a committee @frcumventsthat procedure. 66 Atten. 148.

notless than 5 of its members, to conduct the hearing, make inves ) . . . .
tigationand report the testimony and proceedings to it. The coy-17 Notice of vacancies. Notice of vacancies occurring
missioneror committee shall have the same power auntiority otherwisethan by resignation shall be given forthwith as follows:
asthe governoor the council, as the case may be, in the conduct (1) SENATORS AND MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. In the ofice of

of the hearing on and investigation of the dear United States senator or member of congress from this state, by
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the county clerk of the county wherein suclfiadr resided at the be filled by appointment by the appointing power and in the man
time of election, to the government accountability board. ner prescribed by law for making regular full teappointments
(3) VACANCIESBY JUDGMENTS. In any ofice occurring by vie ~ thereto,and appointees to fittacancies therein shall holdfioe
tue of a judgmentf a court of this state convicting the incumberfor the residue of the unexpired term mo definite term of
of and sentencing the incumbent for treason, felony or other crifféice is fixed by law until their successorsre appointed and
of whatsoever nature punishable ibyprisonment in any jail or qualify.
prisonfor one year or more, or convicting the incumbent of and (2) INTERIM VACANCIES; TERMS. (@) \acancies occurring in the
sentencinghe incumbent for any f&nse involving a violation of office of any oficer normally nominated by the governand
theincumbent oficial oath; or declaring the election or appeintwith the advice and conseuwitthe senate appointed, may be filled
mentof any oficer to be void othat the dice of any oficer has by a provisional appointment by the goverfmrthe residue of the
beenforfeited, or become vacant; adjudging any dicer to be unexpiredterm, if any subject to confirmation by the senate. Any
insane by the clerkof such court to the fi€er or body authorized suchappointment shall be in full force until acted upon by the sen
to fill such vacancies, or if such vacancies are required to be filkegt,and when confirmed by the senat®ll continue for the resi
only by election, then to the fider authorized to give notice dueof the unexpired term, if angr untila successor is chosen and
thereof. qualifies. A provisional appointee may exercise all of the powers
(4) JusTices AND JuDGES. In the ofice of justice of the andduties of the dice to whichsuch person is appointed during
supremecourt, court of appeals judge, or judge of a circuit couttfetime in which the appointee qualifies. Any appointment made
by the director of stateourts to the governor and the governmentnderthis paragraph whicis withdrawn or rejected by the senate
accountabilityboard. shall lapse. When a provisional appointment lapses, a vacancy
(5) OTHERVACANCIES. In city, village, town or school district Occurs. Whenever a new legislature isyanized, anyappoint
offices, other than those of which notice is required by gipby ~mentsthen pending before the senate shall be reféyréde presi
the clerk or in the clerls absence by the treasutieereof, and in dentto the appropriate standing committee of the nevgpiozed
state,county and other &iées other than those which notice is Senate.
requiredby sub(3), by the county clerk of the county wherein the (b) A vacancy occurring in the membership of the professional
officer resided at the time of election or appointment, or in tifandardscouncil for teachers may be filled by a provisional
clerk’s absence by the shdrifo the oficer or body authorized to appointmenby the state superintendent of public instruction for
fill such vacancies, or if such vacancies are required to be filtbé residue of thenexpired term, if anysubject to confirmation
only by election, then to the fider authorized to give notice by thesenate. Any such appointment shall be in full force until

thereof. actedupon by the senate, and whamfirmed by the senate shall
History: 1973 c. 334.57;1977 c. 187449 Sup. Ct. Orde88 Wis. 2d xiii (1979);  continuefor the residue of the unexpired term, if aay until a
1991a. 3162007 a. 1 successois chosen and qualifies. A provisional appointee may

exerciseall of the powers and duties of théiaé# to which the per
sonis appointed during the time which the appointee qualifies.
Any appointment made under this paragraph that is withdeawn
?&ectedby the senate shall lapse. When a provisiapaloint
mentlapsesa vacancy occurs. Whenever a new legislature is
organizedany appointments then pending before the senate shall
bereferred by the president to the appropriate standing committee

17.19 Vacancies, elective state offices; how filled. of the newly oganized senate.

Vacanciesn elective state @ites shall be filled as follows: History: 1973 c. 241977 c. 2%.1649 1977 c. 4181997 a. 298
Provisionalappointees under sub. (2) need not be confirmed by the senate before
(1) MeMBERSOFLEGISLATURE. In the ofice of state senator or theycan begin to serve. 69 Atigen. 136.

representative to the assemlily election, as provided in&50, The senate may not fill a vacancy thaill not occur during that senate session.
for the residue of the unexpired term. In addition, an anticipatéfty- Gen. 272
vacancyin the ofice of state senator or representative to the

assemblymay be filled as provided in 8.50 (4) (e) 17.21 Vacancies in elective county offices; how filled,
(2) dupiciaL. In the ofice of justice of the supreme court term. Vacancies in electiveounty ofices shall be filled in the

courtof appeals judge or circuit judge, by temporary appointmerl)i?‘nnerand for terms as follows:

by the governgrwhich shall continue until a successoeliscted, (1) SHERIFF, CORONER,REGISTEROF DEEDS. In the ofice of
asprovided in s8.50 (4) (f) and qualifies. When so elected theéheriff, coroner or register of deeds, by appointment by the gover
successoshall hold the dice for a full term and shall takefafe o for the residue of the unexpired term.
on August 1 succeeding the election. (3) CouNTY CLERK, TREASURER,AND SURVEYOR. In the ofice

(3) PRESIDENTIALELECTORS. In the ofice of presidential elec ©Of county clerk, treasureor surveyar by appointment by the
tor, by the remaininglectors present in the manner prescribed puntyboard for the residue of the unexpired term unless a special
s.7.75 €lectionis ordered by the county board, in which case the person

3 ; appointedshall serve until his or her successor is elected and qual
go\szm)or?OVERNOR' In the ofice of governorby the lieutenant ified. The county board maif a vacancy occurs befodeine 1 in

) . the year preceding expiration of the term dicef order a special
(3s) DISTRICTATTORNEY. In the ofice of district attorneyby e ctionto fill the vacancy If the county board orders a special
appointmenf the governor for the residue of the unexpired terif\e tion during the periocbeginning on June 1 and ending on
anduntil a successor is elected and qualified. November30 of any yearthe special election shdie held con

(4) OTHERELECTIVE STATEOFFICERS. In the ofice of secretary cyrrentlywith the succeeding spring election. If the county board

of state,treasurerattorney general or state superintendent, Rydersa special election during the period beginninddesember
appointmenby the governorand a person so appointed shall hold and ending on May 31 of the succeeding ytar special elec
office until a successor is elected, as provideddi€) and quali  tion shall be held on theuEsday after the first Monday in Novem

fies, but if no such election is held, the person so appostiel per following the date of the orde person so elected shall serve
hold office for the residue of the unexpired term. for the residue of the unexpired term.

3llél|story. 1977 c. 1871979 c. 271985 a.304 1987 a. 3911989 a. 311991 a. (4m) CLERK OF COURT. In the ofice of clerk of circuit court,

by appointment of the judge, or by a majority of the judgabef
17.20 Vacancies in appointive state offices; how filled; circuit court for the countyfor the residue of the unexpiréerm
terms. (1) GENERAL. Vacancies in appointive statdioés shall of the clerk.

17.18 Vacancies, U.S. senator and representative in
congress; how filled. Vacancies in the i€e of U.S. senator
or representative in congress from this state shall be filled by el
tion, as provided in 8.50 (4) (b) for the residue of the unexpired
term.

History: 1977 c. 221979 c. 2601983 a. 4841985 a. 304
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(5) SuPERVISORSPOPULOUSCOUNTIES. In the ofice of county appointedshall serve until his or her successor is elected and qual
supervisorof counties having a population of at least 500,00fied. In the ofice of alderperson, by the common council, except
accordingto the last U.S. census, by electfonthe residue of the asprovided in s9.10 A personso appointed shall hold fafe
unexpiredterm on the first iesday of April next after the vacancyuntil a successor is elected and qualified. Unletberwise
happensijn case it happens no later than December 1 precedorderedby the common council, a successor shall be elected for
thefirst Tuesday in April, but ithe vacancy happens after Deeemthe residueof the unexpired term on the firaidsday of April next
ber 1 preceding the firstdesday in April, then sucbuccessor afterthe vacancy happens, in case it happens no later than Decem
shallbe elected on the firsti€sday of April of the next ensuingber 1 preceding the firstdesday in April, but if the vacantyap
year;but no election to fill a vacancy in thefioé may be helégt pensafter December 1 preceding the firsteSday in April and
thetime of holding the regular election for sucficgf. In addition beforethat day then the successor shall be elected on the first
to the elections required under this subsection, the county-exetuesdayin April of the next ensuing yeaiThe common council
tive may order a special electibmbe held under 8.50to fill the  may,if a vacancy occurs before June 1 in the year preceding expi
vacancy. If an assembly district in the county is altered by legislaation of the term of dice, order a special election to fill a vacancy
tive redistricting efective prior to the end of an existing supervito be held on the lesdayafter the first Monday in November fol
sorterm and a vacandyappens, the person elected to fill thalbwing the dateof the order A person so elected shall serve for
vacancyfor the residue of the unexpiréerm shall be an elector the residue of the unexpired term.
of the assembly district as it existed prior to redistricting. (b) In 1st class cities, in thefiole of mayor except as provided

(6) APPOINTMENTSHOW REPORTED. For theinformation of all in s.9.10, the vacancghall be filled by the president of the com
concernedappointments by the governor under gdbshallbe mon council as acting mayor until a special election can be held
reported by the appointingfafer to the countyclerk. Appoint  underthis paragraph. In such case, the acting mayor may continue
mentsof the county board undsub.(3) shall be reported by the to serve agpresident of the common council, in addition to exer
countyclerk to the secretary of state. Appointments of clerks oisingthe powers and responsibilities of thécaf of mayor until
court by a judge of the circuit court under s§#m) shall be suchtime as a new mayor is elected and qualified, but the acting

reportedto the county clerk and to the secretary of state. mayormaynot take part in any vote of the common council during
History: 1973 c. 581977 c. 4491979 c. 175s.4, 53, 1979 c. 2601989 a. 31 that period. In the dice of alderperson, by specialection,
1985a- 165%2? 20052- 2429 103 hod of fill . exceptas provided in s9.10 When a mayor isgemporarily
booross-reference: See s39.10 (3) (efor method of filingvacancies on county g55intedthe common council shall order a special election for
the ofice of mayor under 8.50as promptly as possible, unless
17.22 Vacancies in appointive county offices; how thevacancy occurs within 12flays of the expiration of the may

filled. (1) Vacancies in any appointive countyficé shall be ©r's term of ofice. When an aldermanic seat becomes vacant, a
filled by appointment for the residuetbi unexpired term by the successoshall be elected for the residue of the unexpired term on
appointingpower and in the manner prescribeddw for making  thefirst Tuesday of April or the Jesday after thérst Monday in
regularfull term appointments thereto; but any person eleated Novembemext after the vacancy happens, in case it happens no
appointedo fill a permanent vacancy in theioé of county high later than December 1 or June 1 preceding that bay if the

way commissioner shall serve for the term prescribed undervgcancyhappens after December 1Jume 1 preceding that day
83.01 (2). All appointments, subject toonfirmation by the thenthe successor shall be electetithe following first Tiesday
countyboard, made while the board is not in session, shall be adfed\Ppril or Tuesday after the first Monday in November; but no

upon by said board at its meeting next following stagipoint  €lectionto fill a vacancy in such i€e may be held at the time of
ment. holding the regular election for thafiok. In addition, the presi

. . . . dentof the common council of any 1st class city may order a spe
(2) Vacanciesn the ofices of oficers appointed by the county _. : . -
board,occurring when the board is not in session, shall be fill dﬂ?l election to be held under&50to fill a vacant aldermanic seat

in manner and for terms as follows: or to the time when that seat is required to be filled under this
b) In the of f th h h o paragraph.If a special election is held under this paragraph after

app()o)intrgetnteb?/ I(t:r?eocotur?t ;%lfg;}\//va;/g Cg%%ﬁ?ergm';s'ggg%n g Rr}ledlstrlctlng plan is adopted, the election shall be held in the

. S " ermanicdistrict as it existed when thefiok wasfilled at the

appointedshall hold dfice until his or her successor is elected 9Gst preceding election.

appointedand qualified. The persansuccessoif the ofice is ' T . .

regularlyfilled by election, shall be elected by the county boariq S(bénéolrzi?%%f;ce of municipal judge, in the manner provided

ata meeting held no later than 120 days dfterdate on which the T I

vacancyoccurs. The persansuccessoif the ofice isregularly . (€) In the ofice of any other elective bfer, and except as pro

filled by appointment, shalie appointed as provided ing8.01 Videdin s.9.1Q by appointment bghe mayor subject to confirma

(1). The persors successor shatike ofice upon his or her elec tion by the common councilor the residue of the unexpired term

tion or appointment and qualification asidall hold dfice for the ~Uniessa special electiors ordered by the common council, except
term prescribed under 83.01 (2) thatin case of vacancies in theioé of any such dicer of a 1st

classcity who isauthorized by law to have a deputych deputy

. ; hallperform the duties of suchfizle, andshall be entitled to the
board,by temporary appointment by the chairperson of the Couniy, i mentsof suchoffice during the remainder of the term. A

board. A person so appointed shall holdicd until a successor - . A :
is appointed and qualifies, and the successor shall be appointe@%rsonso appointed and confirmed sftadld ofice until a succes

the county board for the residue of the unexpired term at its-me\% ¥s elected and qualifies. The successor shall be electedas pro

ing next after such vacancy occurred edin par (a).
History: 1983 a. 1921991 a. 3162005 a. 401 (d) In appointive dices, by appointmerfor the residue of the

Termsand vacancies in appointizeunty ofices are discussed3 Atty. Gen. 99 Unexpiredtermby the appointing power and in the manner pre
scribedby lawfor making regular full term appointments thereto.
17.23 Vacancies in city offices; how filled. (1) GENERAL (2) CommissionFORM. Vacancies in dices of cities operating
AND SPECIALCHARTERCITIES. Vacancies in dices ofcitiesoperat  underthe commission form of government shall be filled as fol
ing under the general law or special charter shafilleel as fol  lows:
lows: (@) 1. In the dice of mayor or other member of the council,
(a) In cities of the 2nd, 3rd, or 4th class, in thiicefof mayor exceptas provided in €9.10 in the manner provided in sufi)

exceptas provided in $9.10, by appointment by the common(a). In the ofice of municipal judge, in the manngrovided in s.
councilfor the residue of the unexpirégtm unless a special elec 8.50(4) (fm). On failure of the council to make an appointment
tion is ordered by the common council, in which case the persandersub.(1) (a)for 30 days after theacancy exists the city engi

(d) In the ofice of any other dicer appointed by the county
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neershall be a temporary acting membéthe council until such 17.245 New city, village or town office, filing.  Whenever
vacancyis filled in the manner provided by laand shall have all anelective ofice is created in a cityillage or town pursuant to
the powers, prerogatives amdties of the vacantfite except the law or ordinance, the fi€e shall not be deemed vacant until it has
right to vote to fill a vacancy in the fafe of mayor or council first been filled by the electorate, except that if a, cityage or
member. town enacts an ordinance or bylaw creating a municipal court
2. When 2vacancies exist in the council the city clerk shalinders.755.01before the December 1 preceding the spring elec
be a temporary acting member of the council until the vacancitan the ofice of municipal judge for that court shall be ConS_lqel'ed
arefilled in the manner provided by lawnd shall have all the vVacantand a temporary appointment may be made by thevitity
powers,prerogatives and duties of the vacarficefexcept the lageor town governing body pending the election of ithigal

right to vote to fill a vacancy in the fife of mayor or council €lectedoccupant of the fite.
member. History: 1977 c. 256447, 1993 a. 101995 a. 165.2.

3. When 3 vacancies exist in the council the city treasurgy
shallbe a temporary acting member of the council untiviean
cies are filled in the manner provided by |and shall have all the
powers,prerogatives and duties of the vacaritcef except the
right to vote to fill a vacancy in the fiafe of mayor or council
member.

4. When 2 or more vacancies exist in the council 6 months
more prior to the first Tlesday of Aprilof any year a special elec
tion to fill the vacancy for the residue thle unexpired term of each
suchvacancy shall beeld and conducted, and the returns thereg}.lq and except for vacancies caused by removal by the judge of
madein the manner and within the time required ind&ge of rég e circuit court which latter vacancy shall be filled by that judge.
ular municipal elections, and the city clerk shall call and givegrgonsappointed under this subsection to fill vacancies shall
noticeof such special election as provided by law withirda9s 5|4 office for the residue of the unexpired termibm special
of the date when such vacancies exist. electionis ordered to fill a vacancyntil the successor is elected

5. While serving agemporary members of the council the cityand qualified, except persons appointed to fill vacancies as-mem
engineergity clerkand city treasurer shall not be entitled to haversof the water or light commission, which persons shall hold
or receive any compensation for such temporary service.  office only until their successors are elected and qualify and such

6. The powers, prerogativemd duties conferred on suchsuccessorshallbe elected at the annual town meeting next after
temporaryacting members of the council shall be in addition to dte vacancy occurs if the vacancy occurs 12 daysare prior to
thoseotherwise vested by lain such city enginegcity clerk and the meeting; otherwise at the annual town meeting held in the year
city treasurer next succeeding unless a special election is ordayéil the

7. Itis hereby declared to be the purpose and intention of tgcancyat an earlier date, in which case they sali ofice until
paragraph to permit the city enginegity clerk and city treasurer their successors are elected and qualfyy town board having
to have and perform the powers and duties herein provided as tB}rethan 3 members maiy a vacancy in the GEe of supervisor
porary acting members of the council, in addition to the regul@€ccursbefore June 1 in the year preceding expiration of the term
powersand duties of their respectiveioés and notwithstanding Of office, order a special election to fill the vacandfthe town
anyather contrary provision of the law 3une and ending on Novernber 30 of any yeae special elec.
- . , u [ v yy [
ope?étilgﬁzgsgiggipgsiggul 3gply only to citieganized and tion shall be held concurrentlyith the succeeding spring elec
- ; ) . ) tion. If the town board orders a special election during the period
(c) Inappointive diices, by appointment for the residue of thgyeginningon December 1 and ending on May 31 of the sueceed
unexpiredterm by the appointing power and in the manner prénq'year the special election shall be held on thestlay after the
scr!bedby law for making regular full term appointment theretcy gy Monday in November following the date of the ordarper
330 o s e A 200 1983 2. 4819852, 13804 50ns0 elected shall serve for the residue of the unexpired term.
(2) In appointive dices, by appointment for the residue of the
17.24 Vacancies in village offices. (1) Except as provided unexpiredtermby the appointing power and in the manner pre
in 5.9.10 a vacancy in any elective villageioé may be filled by scribedby lawfor making regular full term appointments thereto,
appointmenby a majority of the membeds the village board for €xceptvacancies caused bgmovals by the judge of the circuit
theresidue of the unexpired term or until a special electibelg  courtwhich shall be filled fothe residue of the unexpired term by
unders. 8.50 (4) (fm)or sub.(2). A vacancy in arappointive thesaid judge.

office shall be filled in the same mannerths original appoint ~ History: 1977 c. 305403 447, 1985 a. 3042005 a. 248 -
This section requirethat the town clerk participate in the process of filling vacan

ment. ciesin town ofices and does not authorize the exclusion of the town clerk from the
(2) Exceptas provided in s8.50 (4)(fm), a vacancy in any nominationpart of the process. BingenBzdusek2002 WI App 210257 Ws. 2d.
9 . . X . . . 593,650 N.W2d 894 01-3015
electiveoffice in a village may be filled by special election of
successofor the residue of the unexpired term on the fitst S 7.26 Vacanciesin school boards; how filled.  Exceptas

day of April next after the vacancy happens, if it happens no lai N o s
thanDecember 1 preceding the firatdsday in April, but if the foﬁgﬁsdm $.9.1Q vacancies in a school board shall be fied

acancyhappens after December 1 preceding the firssday of
. yhapp P nd y (1) In a common, union high or unified school distrioy,

April, then the successor shbé elected on the firsti€sday of 4 L )
appointmentby the remaining members. Each appointee shall

April of the next ensuing yeand if thevacancy occurs before hold office until a successor is elected and takéseounder s
Junel of the year preceding the expiratioithe term of dfce, ; X .
u year p g xp! 0.06(4) or120.42 (2) When a vacancy occurs in théicd of

thevillage board of trustees may order a special election to fill th

vacancyto be held on the Gesday after the first Mondap & oard member who is in the last year of his ortéxen, or when
Novemberfollowing the date ofhe order A person so elected & Vacancy occurs after the spring election but on or before the last
shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired term. Tuesdayin November in the dite of a board member who is not

History: 1977 c. 305403 447: 1979 c. 2601985 a. 3041995 a. 16.2; 2005  IN the last year of his or her term, the successor shall be elected at
a. 248 the next spring election. When a vacancy occurs after the last

.25 Vacancies in town offices; how filled. Vacancies
in town ofices shall be filled as follows:

(1) In the townboard, by the remaining supervisors and the
town clerk, except when a special election is authorized under this
subsectioror as provided in €£.10 and except when the vacancy
is caused by removal by the circuit judge as providedaiay
Which latter vacancy shall be filled by appointmewtthat judge.
Vacanciedn other elective town i€es shall be filled by appoint
entby the town board, except as provided ir8€s0 (4) (fm)and
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Tuesdayin November and on or before the date of the sprihg (4) ANY OTHERVACANCY. In case of a vacancy in anyiog in
election in the dice of aboard member who is not in the last yeathe state where no other provision is médolefilling the same, it

of his or her term, the successor shall be elected at the 2nd-follstall be filled by appointment by the governor

ing spring election. History: 1977 c. 291979 c. 2211983 a.192 1989 a. 3241991 a. 391993 a.
) L ) . 399 Sup. Ct. Order N®¥6-08 207 Ws. 2d xv(1997);1999 a. 91999 a. 156.672,
(2) In a 1st class city school district, by special election as pmwo1a. 16 2007 a. 20

videdunder s119.08 (4)

(3) Any person selected under s, upon being notified of 17.275 Records of applicants for elective positions.

. . -~ Unless otherwisedirected under s19.36 (7) no appointing
his or her selection, shall be deemed to hesaepted the selection uthorityor individual acting on behalf of an appointiagthority

unlesswithin 5 days after notification he or she files with the cler; aywithhold from inspection or copying underl€.35 (1)any

or director a written refusal to serve. recordof the name or address of an applicant for appointtoent
(4) In boards where the first annual meeting of the district héi# a vacancy in an electivefinfe.

failed to elect school board members, by appointment by the Statieistory: 1987 a. 3921991 a. 269

superintendendf public instruction. ) ) .
History: 1973 c. 1441975 c. 13837, 1975 . 2001977 c. 384403 427,445,  1/-28 When officers may hold office. When no diferent

1979¢. 321979 c. 26(s.82,93nT 1979 c. 3011981 c. 287340, 1985 a. 2251995  Provisionis made in respect thereto, anficgr who is elected or
a.16s.2; 1995 a. 2%.9145 (1) 1997 a. 27 appointedo fill a vacancy shall qualify in the manner required by
law of the oficer in whose stead thefiglr is elected or appointed.
17.27 Vacancies in other offices; how filled. (1) JoINT  An officer whois elected or appointed to fill a vacancy in an-elec
COUNTY INSTITUTIONS. Vacancies in the ti€e of any member of tive office shall enter upon the duties of his or héicefimmedi
the governingbody of a joint county hospital or sanatorium oately upon qualification and, if elected, upoertification of the
otherjoint county institution, or in the fife of any other dicer electionresult, and shall hold fi¢e for the residue of the unex
of a joint county institutionshall be filled by appointment by thepired term unlessemoved or recalled in accordance with law
appointingpower and in the manner prescribeddwy for making exg:eptthat an dicer who i_s appointed to _fiII_a vacancy in the
regularfull term appointments thereto. A vacancy in tHicefof  Office of sherif, coronerregister of deeds afistrict attorney shall
anysuch oficer appointed by the County board’ occurring Wh||80|d Ofﬁce Untll hIS or her _SUCCESSOI’ IS ele.Cted and quallfled,
the board is not in session, shall be filled by appointment by tH8lessremoved or recalled in accordance with.lain ofiicer
chairpersorof the county board; the person appointed holfiseof WNO is appointed tdill a vacancy in an appointivefise shall
until a successor is appointed for the residue of the unexpired t&REUPON the duties of his or hefioe immediately upon qualii

by the county board at its first regular meeting held next after t&@tlonanddsh?_lll E.Old ‘ﬂﬁe for the residue dhe _ur;eépireg tern|1_,f_
vacancyoceurs and the successor qualifies. it any anduntil his or her successor is appointed and qualifies

.. unlessremoved in accordance with law
(Im) METROPOLITAN SEWERAGE COMMISSION. Vacancies i History: 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 391

theoffice of any directly elected member of a metropolitan sewer

agecommission under £00.09 (1) (am)shall be filled by tem 17.285 Temporary vacancies; elections.  Notwithstand
porary appointment othe governor until a successor is electetilg any other provision of lawf a vacancy in an electivefafe
and qualified. A successor shall be elected in the manner pREcursas a result of expiration e term of an incumbent and a

scribedfor filling vacanciesn elective city dices under s17.23 ~successomhas not been determined due to the pendency of a
(1) (). recountor an appeal from a recount determination, no election or

(1n) DANE COUNTY LAKES AND WATERSHEDCOMMISSION. If a specialelection may be ordered or held to fill ttemporary
. vacancy. If the law provides for the vacancy to be temporarily

vacancyoccurs in the dice of any appointed commissioner of th&jyaq by appointment, the appointee shall serve until a successor
DaneCounty lakes and watershed commission, the county exeglalifies.

tive of Dane County shall appoint a member who meets the appliistory: 1983 a. 484
cablerequirements under 83.44 (1) (c)Xo (g). o _
(3) TECHNICAL COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD. Vacancies in the ;sze?selczigictt:ogfr;rgagrtce)\r/i'siolgein peri(tjplltlasrlc’:ﬁz goéntgrlgl (I:;v%pct)?rin
membershipf any technical college district board shall be fille h
in the mannpgr prgscribed in 88 Og (2)and38.1Q Specialacts,except s6.26 (2) (b)6.55 (6) 6.875 and7.30relat
) ! ing to appointed election fidials and ch321relating to themili-
_ (3m) LONG-TERMCARE DISTRICT BOARD. If & vacancy 0ccurs iary saf of the governor and to fifers of the Visconsinnational
in the position of any appointed member of a long-termdiare gyardor state defense force; and shall govern éittes whether

trict board, the appointing authority shall appoint to serve for tigeatedby general law or special act, unless otherwise specially
residueof the unexpired term a person who meets the applicabl@yvided.

requirementainder s46.2895 (3) (h) History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2} 2005 a. 4512007 a. 2002011 a. 240
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